Significance is by x2 with Yates corrections for continuity for both Tables I and II . without such a history. For these calculations, actual illness rather than morbid risks were used.
RESULTS
Each group was compared for all the demo graphic and family history parameters discussed by Rimmer et al. (s) . Those alcoholic probands with parents diagnosed as alcoholic or affective disorder showed few differences when compared to probands without such a history. Of all the comparisons made, the stronger differences are given in Table I and II.
DIsCussIoN
Parental histories of either affective disorder or alcoholism were associated in general with an earlier age of onset and longer course of alcohol ism in probands. Illness in parents was associated with more illness in siblings, usually the same diagnosis being seen in parents and siblings. No other specific differences were noted.
Most of the proband group (70 per cent) came from homes where parents remained married to one another (s). Therefore, the majority of these patients with alcoholic or affective disorder parents were raised by those parents. Yet, few differences in clinical course are noted between those with and those without ill parents. These findings go along with a previous study of a group of half siblings of alcoholic probands showing no enhanced rate of develop ment of alcoholism for the half siblings raised by ill parents(2).
The data in Table I are also relevant to a study of alcoholism in rats by Eriksson, where alcohol preference was passed on to offspring via the mother. If these findings were relevant to humans, those probands without alcoholism in the parents should receive their alcohol genetic load through the mother. The maternal second degree relatives should then show a higher incidence for alcoholism when compared to paternal relatives. Our findings do not bear this out.
CONCLUSION
Affective disorder or alcoholism in parents of alcoholic probands had little influence on the clinical variables of the proband's illness. Such parental illness was associated with an earlier age of onset and longer clinical course. When parents were ill, siblings tended also to be ill with the same diagnosis.
Our data do not bear out the suggestion that 
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Eriksson's findings on the transmission of alcoholism in rats might be relevant to humans.
